Band Fundamentals 
Syllabus - Fall 2015
Course Description

This course gives students an opportunity to learn how to play a band instrument in a group setting or continue developing fundamental skills needed to succeed in band. Students learn proper playing techniques, how to read music, and basic musicianship skills. Students who want a chance to try out a musical instrument will find this course very exciting and rewarding. 

Course Supplies, etc.

· Instrument/ maintenance equipment (reeds, valve oil, etc.) or sticks

· Clarinet/ Sax – 3 working reeds, cork grease, and SWAB

· Trumpet/ Euph/ Tuba – Valve oil, Slide Grease

· Trombone – Slide oil, Slide Grease

· Horn – Rotary valve oil, Slide Grease

· Essential Elements: Book 1

· Student subscription to SmartMusic
Grading Scale
10% Final Exam- 100 pts 

This exam will be in two parts: Playing and Theory.  The Playing portion will contain a simple sight-reading of rhythms and prepared scales.  The Theory portion will contain information covered in the semester, including key signature and time signature, and any vocabulary covered in the course.
50% Performances- Winter Band Concert 500 pts
The Holiday Concert for Symphonic Band is scheduled for Sunday, December 13th, 2015 at 6pm in the Vianney Auditorium.  Call time is 5:30pm.  
Any notes for excused absences that do not include illness or family emergency must 
be handed in by 3pm on Monday, December 7, 2015. 
10% Daily Participation-10 pts per week


In this ensemble, students will receive participation points for participating and being on task in rehearsal and other musical activities in class.  Students will receive participation points for having their instrument (and all necessary pieces i.e. reeds, ligatures, valve/slide oil, sticks, mallets) and music in class every day.  Students also receive participation points for folder, pencil, and reed/oil/mallet checks.
20% SmartMusic homework- 200 points total

Students will be expected to complete exercises on SmartMusic and turn them in electronically.  
10% Practice- 10 pts per week

Practice logs are due every Friday.  Students are expected to practice for 90 minutes each week.  It does not matter if this is 90 minutes in one sitting or 15 minutes at a time.  Students will need to include a list of what music they are working on while they practice.  Practice sheets will not be accepted late.  Time spent in any rehearsal ensembles does not count towards the practice sheet.
Private Lessons

Extra credit will be offered for students who take private lessons.  This extra credit will be given on a weekly basis.   Students must submit a weekly lesson log for every lesson that they take.  This lesson log must be signed by the student’s private teacher.  Students will receive no extra credit for lesson logs turned in after the week of the lesson.  Each lesson will be worth 5 pts of extra credit.  See Mr. Bisaillon for recommendations for private teachers if you are interested in taking lessons.
