Concert Band 
Syllabus - Fall 2016
Course Description

The Concert Band will focus on ensemble playing.  Through the use of band literature, students will develop individual playing styles while learning the proper way to perform as a member of an ensemble.  In addition to performing at several concerts each year, the Concert Band may attend additional festivals, requested school and/or community events.  Opportunities for additional solo and ensemble experience will be available as part of the course. 


All members of Concert Band are required to participate as members of the Vianney Pep Band for all home Varsity Football and Varsity Basketball.
Course Supplies, etc.

· Instrument/ maintenance equipment (reeds, valve oil, etc.) or sticks

· Clarinet/ Sax – 3 working reeds, cork grease, and SWAB

· Trumpet/ Euph/ Tuba – Valve oil, Slide Grease

· Trombone – Slide oil, Slide Grease

· Horn – Rotary valve oil, Slide Grease

· Percussion – Vic Firth SD1 snare sticks, xylophone mallets, yarn mallets, bell mallets, STICK BAG
· Student subscription to SmartMusic
Grading Scale
20% Final Exam- 200 pts 

This exam will be in two parts: Playing and Theory.  The Playing portion will contain a simple sight-reading of rhythms and prepared scales.  The Theory portion will contain information covered in the semester, including key signature and time signature, and any vocabulary covered in the course.
50% Performances- 50 pts per Pep Band Performance, Winter Band Concert 300 pts
The Holiday Concert for Symphonic Band is scheduled for Sunday, December 11th, 2016 at 6pm in the Vianney Auditorium.  Call time is 5:30pm.  
Any notes for excused absences that do not include illness or family emergency must 
be handed in by 3pm on Monday, December 5, 2016. 
10% Daily Participation-10 pts per week


In this ensemble, students will receive participation points for participating and being on task in rehearsal and other musical activities in class.  Students will receive participation points for having their instrument (and all necessary pieces i.e. reeds, ligatures, valve/slide oil, sticks, mallets) and music in class every day.  Students also receive participation points for folder, pencil, and reed/oil/mallet checks.
10% Playing Test 100pts Total


Students will have to play six major scales and excerpts from the concert music.  

10% Smart Music Assignments- 10 pts per week

These assignments could be solo literature, preparation for All-State, full band music, pep band music or exercises.  Due dates will vary based on weekly schedules and length of assignment.
Private Lessons

Extra credit will be offered for students who take private lessons.  This extra credit will be given on a weekly basis.   Students must submit a weekly lesson log for every lesson that they take.  This lesson log must be signed by the student’s private teacher.  Students will receive no extra credit for lesson logs turned in after the week of the lesson.  Each lesson will be worth 5 pts of extra credit.  See Mr. Bisaillon for recommendations for private teachers if you are interested in taking lessons.
Solo/ Ensemble 


During the second semester, students will be encouraged to participate in the Solo and Ensemble Contest.  Students should decide whether they would like to play a solo or be a part of an ensemble during term 2.  If the students would like to be a part of an ensemble, they need to get their ensemble approved by Mr. Bisaillon before the end of the first semester.  Students should begin to work on their music for Solo Ensemble at the beginning of the second semester or earlier.  Additional information about Solo and Ensemble Contest will be available from Mr. Bisaillon after winter break.  Students will receive extra credit for getting a Division I rating at Solo Ensemble Contest.
Pep Band

Pep Band is mandatory for all Concert Band members.  If for some reason you can’t make it, you need to complete a form in advance to let Mr. Bisaillon know so he can prepare for your absence.  If Pep Band conflicts with another activity, fill out the activity conflict form, and Mr. Bisaillon will take care of resolving it for you.

Home Football Pep Band 2016
All games start at 7:00

Call time for band is 6:15

Meet in the band room

We will play Pregame through Halftime.
August 26 v. Kirkwood
September 2 v. Providence Catholic
September 16 v. Chaminade
October 7 v. Vashon
October 14 v. CBC
Home Basketball Games

All games start at 7:00

Call time for Band is 6:30

Meet in the Band Room

We will play 1st, 2nd and 4th quarters as well as pregame and halftime.

December 22 v. CBC*
January 3 v. St. Charles West*
January 20 v. DeSmet

February 3 v. SLUH

February 10 v. Chaminade

February 21 v. Borgia

*During Winter Break

School Performances
All are required performances with grade attached
Nov 6 - Open House 11 am – 4 pm (students will sign up for times based on ensembles/ solos)
December 11 - Winter Band Concert 6 pm
February 28 – Archdiocesan Secondary Instrumental Festival @ St. Dominic High School  time- TBA

March 14 - Celebration Night Time TBA
April 3 - Special Olympics (During School Day)
April 6-9 – Spring Musical (not all instruments)

April 30 - Spring Band Concert 6 pm
May 13 – Graduation 7 pm
